Hq. Washington Wing CAP S.E.

Safety Briefing
	PRIVATE 
Month/Year:
	 April 2 , 2008



WaWing Accidents and Incidents Summary FY 2008PRIVATE 


Aircraft  None


Vehicles  None


Personnel  1- Cadet Slipped on Ice during Operation Snowflake V, Camp Murray, December

In accordance with CAPR 62-1 Wing personnel who were not in attendance at the monthly Safety Briefing are required to read and initial the Sentinel and briefing notes published for that month.  Monthly briefings are now posted on the Wa Wing Safety Web Site.  The following is a summary of the WaWg Hq. Safety briefing for the month/year indicated above.  Attached are copy(s) of any handouts used at the briefing.  Please review, and then complete the briefing certification form on the web site.  Send it to the Washington Wing Safety Office.

Thank you,  Major George C. Minnich, Director of  Safety, Washington Wing
The following is the agenda and notes of the safety briefing  presented  4/2/08 by Col. Dave Maxwell.   
 

1.
Sentinel - The April 2008 Sentinel is posted on the Wing Safety Site and the Safety Bulletin Board.  All personnel are urged to review that issue.  During this safety briefing the Sentinel was reviewed and the following comments were emphasized:


Graying Pilots – Good news and Bad News – Older pilots are usually more experienced and probably doing something right or they would not have survived.  The bad news is the natural tendency for everything to decay – it’s called entrophy.  Our reflexes may slow, and eyes and ears don’t seem to work as well.  We can’t discriminate against age but we can discriminate against deficiencies that may jeopardize us and the organization.  Be observant to others.  Don’t rush to judgment but when and if that hard call must be made to protect others.  Consider personal limitations.  Maybe that older pilot is best used on transport instead of search, etc.  Command authority also calls for Command responsibility.   

The Glass Cockpit Experience  - Technology is wonderful but learning to properly use those advancements is just as important..  Read the article further and understand the message.  Not only is proper training important, but continued training and other learning devices, and maintaining proficiency is just as important.  Other resources such as the AOPA Air Safety Foundation courses on line are being found to be better than simply reading print medium (books, etc)


Operation CAPSafe Winning ideas 



Best Air Safety Suggestion – Personal judgement –  To help make the correct choice, ask yourself “how would I explain this course of action to an accident investigation board?”  If you wish you could turn the clock back, you probably shouldn’t be doing it.  (Capt. Robert Willard PCR-NV-064)



Best Ground Safety Suggestion – Personal Limitations – We are always focusing on what our qualifications are and if we are up to date, but what we fail to recognize are our Personal limitations.  Don’t be afraid to say “No I can’t do that”  Don’t be afraid of your personal limitations.  1Lt Amanda Ellison SWR-OK-024

2. Weather – This spring we have seen rapid and unusual changes in the weather.  Before starting out on an activity, be prepared for rapid and possible extreme unexpected changes.  Planning, equipment, proper clothing, survival equipment and supplies are important items this time of year.

3. Taxiing And Ground movement – While the verdict is still out from incident(s) in other wings on taxiing incidents, this is a good time for us to start thing about being alert during ground movements.  While the aircraft is taxiing, ALL eyes should be watching OUTSIDE, not working on paperwork or setting equipment inside the plane.  With Spring now here, most airports will become quite busy as many people begin making those first flights of the season.  Keep alert  to other traffic, not just in the air, but on the ground. 

4. CPR – changes and Recertification – The American Heart Association announced on the news Monday their stand on the issue of “Hands Only” (No mouth to mouth breathing).  Though there is still benefit to giving Mouth to Mouth during CPR, if the patient has just collapsed in the presence of others, there will still be an acceptable amout of oxygen in the blood.  Therefore, it is more important, (and acceptable if hesitant about giving breaths to an unknown patient) to restoring blood flow by “hands only” CPR, until other help and equipment arrives.  Another announcement as part of the news was that SOON it would be possible to recertify CPR training “On Line”.  A check on the Internet the next day verified that SOON actually means NOW.  Go to http://www.americanheartassociation.org  or  http://www.procpr.org/index2.php for more information. 
Summary of mishaps for February 08 - In addition to the Wa Wing mishap listed at the top of the first page, the following other mishaps were reported through CAP Nationwide in February:

Aircraft


A/C  Forced landing after bird strike on take-off, engine running rough, loss of manifold pressure. Landed without incident

Vehicle


Vehicle turning in to parking space hit bumper of adjoining vehicle.  Vehicle attempting reverse “y” turn to exit gate area onto street.  Front left quarter panel contacted concrete pillar and broke plastic on front grille

Bodily Injury 
Cadet slipped on ice breaking ankle in 2 places.  Cadet became incoherent and unable to walk after mile run.  Severe dehydration and muscle fiber breakdown

 What  can we do differently or better to prevent these mishaps from happening to us? 

All of us should look at all of the mishaps and ask the same question.  These mishaps could and should have been prevented.  Lets all do our best to prevent them from happening again.  (Major G. C. Minnich)

Note:  It is presumed that Wing personnel assigned to other units will have attended the safety briefings at their home units.  If you have not, you should either read your home units briefing notes or the Wing Briefing Notes.
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