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SEATTLE COMPOSITE SQUADRON

GROUP II, WASHINGTON WING, CIVAL AIR PATROL

PO BOX 80282

SEATTLE, WA 98109
TO:  PROSPECTIVE CADETS AND THEIR PARENTS

Welcome to the Seattle Squadron of the Civil Air Patrol (CAP).  The following as been provided to help you orient yourself to the squadron and answer your questions about membership.

As an Auxiliary of the United States Air Force, the Civil Air Patrol has three missions:

1. Aerospace Education:  Educate the community about the benefits of aviation.

2. Emergency Services:  Including aerial and ground search and rescue, Disaster relief, airlift, and aerial reconnaissance.  

3. Cadet Programs:  This is what you are here to learn about, and we welcome you!

CADET PROGRAM:

The mission of the Civil Air Patrol Cadet program is to motivate young Americans to develop leadership abilities and to become responsible citizens through aviation centered activities.  We provide quality aerospace education, leadership training, and emergency services.  We accomplish this through classroom instruction, military drill, custom and courtesies, field trips and tours, special speakers, camping trips, field exercises, special projects, and flight experiences.

The cadet program is designed to:

· Provide you with opportunities to develop leadership abilities and to serve as a leader in various situations.

· Help develop self-discipline, self-confidence, and good moral character.

· Encourage you to develop a life long physical fitness habit.

· Assist you in becoming an informed citizen in our aerospace world.

· Make you aware of aerospace career opportunities.

· Give you opportunities for flight experiences and possibly flight training.

· Provide you with opportunity for social relationships and help you mature socially.

· Broaden your experience base and provide travel opportunities.

· Make it possible for you to earn educational and vocational scholarships.

· Provide you with an opportunity to learn about and view the United States Air Force (USAF).

· Opportunity for early rank advancement should you qualify and enlist in the USAF or another branch of the Armed Services.

In short the Civil Air Patrol will assist you in becoming a DYNAMIC AMERICAN AND AEROSPACE LEADER.

MEETINGS:

The Seattle Composite Squadron, Civil Air Patrol, conducts administrative and training meetings each Monday evening.

Place:  
Washington Air National Guard Facility

6731 Ellis Ave South

Seattle, WA  98108

Time:
Meetings begin at 1900 hours (7:00 PM) and are completed at 2100 hours (9:00 PM).  

What:
During these meetings we conduct administrative business, staff functions, planning sessions, and cadet training.  Cadets wear the uniform designated for the evening’s activities.  Cadets are responsible for their own transportation to and from Squadron meetings.

A large portion of the meeting is spent on cadet training.  This includes leadership training, aerospace education, and moral leadership.  Leadership training involves instruction in basic military drill, military customs and courtesies, and the art of leadership.  Drill is a challenging and exciting way to teach leadership skills.  The first part of being a leader is learning to be a follower and to work as a team.  As members master this they are given increasingly challenging leadership positions.

Aerospace education involves familiarization with general aviation, commercial aviation careers, and military aviation.  Cadets learn about types of aircraft, aircraft construction, basic aerodynamics, air navigation, weather, and airmanship.  What cadets learn in the classroom is reinforced through weekend activities including tours of civilian aviation facilities and museums, military bases, orientation flights, and special guest speakers.  Many cadets go on to solo in aircraft and to earn their pilot’s license.

Once a month cadets participate in a moral leadership class.  This class, facilitated by a chaplain and let by other cadets, helps cadets learn how to make decisions in a complex world.  Discussion is around topics of interest to teenagers.

MEMBERSHIP:

You can join the Civil Air Patrol as a cadet if you are between the ages of twelve and eighteen, are performing satisfactorily in school, and have completed the sixth grade.  We encourage prospective members to attend three meetings before becoming a member.  Because joining Civil Air Patrol is a big commitment of your time and finances; this introductory period allows you to sample the program before becoming committed.  During this time you will be further familiarized with CAP, military customs and courtesies, basic military drill, and much more.  The classes take place during regularly scheduled meetings and are let by advanced cadets.

When you are close to completing the Basic Cadet Training Program and you are ready to join you will need to do the following:

1. Complete the Cadet Application for Membership, CAP Form 15.

2. Compete the BSA Venturing program application (optional).
3. Complete a check to ‘BSA’ for $7, initial membership dues for BSA (optional).
4. Turn in the completed BSA Venturing program application and $7 check to the squadron (optional).
5. Complete a check to ‘Civil Air patrol’ for $41, initial membership dues for CAP.
6. Mail your completed CAP Form 15 and $41 check to the address at the bottom of the application form.
Be sure to complete the health-related questions on the back of the CAP Form 15.  Your family doctor must sign this part if you checked “yes” to any of the conditions.

With your membership you will receive by mail in approximately four (4) weeks, the following texts:  (1) Aerospace text, (2) Leadership Laboratory, (3) Drill and Ceremonies Manual, (4) Cadet Handbook, (5) CAP Form 59-1 (pink).  Mailed separately will be your membership card.  Additionally, you will be receiving CIVIL AIR PATROL NEWS, the CAP’s monthly newspaper and WASHINGTON WINGS, our state newsletter.

UNIFORMS:

Members of Civil Air Patrol have the honor of wearing a uniform similar to that worn by members of the United States Air Force (USAF).  Wearing of the uniform and meeting the grooming standards are required after members complete the orientation phase.  Cadets are required to have two (2) uniforms.  The first uniform is our standard dress uniform.  It is generally referred to as “Blues”.  This uniform is worn to regular meetings and to public activities.  The second uniform is called Battle Dress Uniform or “BDU’s”.  It is camouflage green in color, and is used for field activities or other occasions when the dress uniform would be inappropriate or get dirty.

Cadets are responsible for purchase of their own uniforms.  However, the Squadron often has uniforms available or has resources to assist you.  Be sure to check with the Supply Officer before purchasing your uniform.  Uniforms may be purchased through the following sources:  (1) military base clothing sales, (2) mail order through the Civil Air Patrol Bookstore, (3) military supply stores.  The average cost for a complete uniform is between $150.00 and $200.00.

Members are encouraged to use caution when using military supply stores for their uniform purchase.  While sometimes uniforms can be purchased from these stores at savings, be sure the uniform is not out-dated, damaged/torn, or discolored making them unfit for use in the Civil Air Patrol.  Also be sure to check the prices when buying newer uniforms as these stores often out-price other sources.  Remember it is an honor to wear a uniform of the CAP-USAF.
ACHIEVEMENTS:

The cadet program is broken down into four phases containing a total of 15 achievements (refer to attachment #2).  Through accomplishment of each achievement you will be growing as a cadet.  After you complete each achievement you will be promoted to the next rank.  The rank structure is similar to that of the USAF.  You will have the opportunity to progress from cadet airman all the way to cadet colonel.  With each increase in rank you will be given more responsibility and leadership roles to give you an opportunity to use what you are learning.

The introductory phase is Phase One.  During this phase you will learn basic drill movements, introductory information about the CAP and USAF, how to wear the uniform, military custom and courtesies, and other general information you will be expected to know as a cadet.  At the completion of this achievement you will be promoted to the rank of cadet airman.

To complete each phase you will be required to complete a test showing mastery in the following areas: (1) Leadership Laboratory, (2) Aerospace Studies, (3) One-mile run.  Additionally, you will be required to attend meetings and activities on a regular basis.  Regular attendance is critical in developing teamwork.

YEARLY ACTIVITIES:

As mentioned earlier, as a cadet, you will be eligible to participate in a number of special activities throughout the year.  All cadets are eligible for some of the activities while others are awarded on a competitive basis based upon advancement and participation within Civil Air Patrol.  A sample of these activities is listed below.  In addition, cadets participate in a number of community activities as Civil Air patrol ambassadors and as faithful citizens.

Search and Rescue Training: Throughout the year our squadron and wing will hold one day and weekend search and rescue training exercises.  These exercises help prepare you as a qualified search and rescue team member in the event of an aircraft becoming lost.  These activities involve learning teamwork, radio communication skills, first aid, as well as search techniques.

Air Shows: The Seattle Squadron may attend various air shows each summer.  Cadets would be able to assist in security, crowd control, and communications.  They would also have the opportunity to get up close and personal with some of the most fascinating aircraft around.

Cadet Orientation Flights: Throughout the year, cadets have the opportunity to fly aboard CAP aircraft and learn about the art of flying.  Occasionally, cadets will also have opportunities to fly aboard antique or military aircraft.

Flight Encampment: Yearly, a week long flight encampment is held in which qualified and selected cadets have the opportunity to solo in a powered aircraft or gliders.

Scholarships:  Qualified cadets can compete for a number of yearly offered scholarships.  There are two (2) main types of scholarships: solo flight scholarships and academic scholarships.

Class A Encampment: Class A encampment is a week long experience in which cadets stay at an Air Force base and live and eat like Air Force personnel.  The purpose of the encampment is to provide intensive training to cadets in the area of teamwork and drill as well as to further educate cadets about the CAP and USAF.  Cadets are encouraged to attend encampment during the summer of their first year of membership.  Cadets are required to attend an encampment prior to earning their Billy Mitchell Award.

National Special Activities: Cadets have the opportunity to participate in a variety of nationally organized special activities where cadets travel (usually by arranged military transportation) to Air Force Bases around the country for special training.  Opportunity to attend these activities is very competitive and goes to the sharpest cadets.  One of the most sought after special activities is the International Cadet Exchange Program where cadets can select from a number of countries to visit for a three (3) week period.

Reserve Officers Training Corps, ROTC and Air Force Academy: The Civil Air Patrol is a great way of getting experience if you are interested in becoming a military officer.  All ROTC Scholarship Boards as well as the USAF Academy look favorably upon CAP leadership experience.  Ten percent (10%) of those who have gone to the Air Force Academy have been Civil Air Patrol cadets.  We hold regular briefings on how to apply for these opportunities.

I hope you find this primer informative and answers most of your questions.  If you have further questions, I encourage you to join us at our weekly meetings and explore our program.  Feel free to ask as many questions as you have.

Sincerely,

Wade M. Sullivan, Commander

Seattle Composite Squadron
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